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Inquiry One: Core Values

Core Value: English Language Arts should be integrated into other subjects.  

Rationale: It is very important that ELA be integrated into other subjects due to the influence it has on all areas of instruction regardless of subject area. Language Arts is the foundation for all learning subjects, I feel that one must be able to read and write first and foremost, before being able to comprehend ideas that are expressed in all aspects of learning. Integrating ELA into other subject areas provides students with more exposure to language, which allows students to become familiar with all aspects of ELA. The extra exposure and familiarity will lead to more meaningful learning for students in all subject areas. 

Over the past week of school, I have observed my mentor teacher integrating ELA into almost all subject areas. Webster Elementary requires that students get at least 90 minutes of ELA instruction everyday, and my mentor does this through literacy instruction and through the integration of ELA into some of the other subject areas. 

I had the opportunity to observe my mentor teacher teach a brief social studies lesson where she used a piece of literature to engage students. My mentor did a read aloud with a book called Meet Addy. This book gives readers the opportunity hear about what slavery was all about from a young girls point of view. It also allows readers to imagine what the life of a slave was like in the past. As she read the book she paused to ask questions that were related to the story but also to our social studies lesson as well. After the read aloud students were instructed to do a free write assignment about, what they would imagine life as a slave to be like. This activity required students to recall information that they gathered from the book and to use their imagination. 

Overall, I felt that this was a great way for integrating ELA into another subject. I feel that the activity promoted effective meaningful learning. Giving students the opportunity to learn about slavery through literature other then their textbooks, allowing them to become actively engaged in their social studies learning. 

Another activity that could be done in the classroom that incorporates ELA with other subjects is during math instruction. At the second grade level, read aloud are used often and seem to be very beneficial to students. As math instruction begins, I would be explore a short story, poem, or riddle that deals with numbers or even the exact math topic students will be learning that day. There are many books that include counting, adding, and subtracting. I think this would be great for students to relate their assignments with text. During this activity I would make our reading a group effort and pause to ask about numbers that the book is dealing with. 


It is important that instructors are consistent with their core beliefs and I feel it is important to give students as much exposure as possible to ELA. As mentioned I think that ELA is very beneficial to students, especially at a young age, in order to develop meaningful learning. 


The activities that I have chosen are consistent with the core belief that I feel is most important. Integration of ELA into various subject areas provides more exposure and practice with one of the foundations of learning. This extra exposure and practice allows students to make connections between ELA and the other subject areas they will study now and in the future. 


Integrating ELA into other subject areas provides an important connection for students. Educators are aware of how beneficial it is to have continuous practice and exposure with ELA. Students have a common awareness that being able to read and write allows for successful learning in all subject areas. The integration of ELA can be done everywhere, not only in school. Outside of school, parents can expose children to various text, they can do things as simple as reading signs together when passing down the road. The integration of ELA into all subject areas and in all aspects of life is obtainable and beneficial to students at all levels. 

